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. *Thaliland's Ablility to Withstand Commtnist FPressures or Abbackivt. “18 1953

(The following is submitted to supplement and medify Secticm 02
of the IS on Thalland)
ONI DECLASSIFICATION/RELEASE INSTRUCTIONS ON FILE

I.Bolsbe What is the current strength, dispooition, and combabt effectivencss
of Thailand!s Navy? .

The current strength of the Royal Thai Navy is as followss 1 Bl
2 BMR, 1 ODD» 7 DOs 2 PG/OPG, 3 PGM, 2 PFy 1 FCE, 7 PG, 3 PT» 2 CMC, 1 AMs
3 AMS, 1 ESTs 2 ISMy 2 ISTL, 8 10U 2 AGy 6 APC, and seversl smaller
anxiliary vessels. These are a conglomeration of vessels builld in Ttaly,
UKy dJapan end the U,S5, during the years jusht prior to and since World iar IT.
All ars based 'at Baugkok with tho exception of 2 PF in Korea, which mekes
them extremely vulnerable iu the case of unannounced enemy attack. OFf the
vassels carried on the Navy List, only ninetsen can be considered as suitable
for ASW, escort or mine warfire miseions in the Gulf of Siam. These effective
vessels are as follows: 2 PP (ex~U.5. TACOMA Class Frigates-—now in Korea);
1 rCE (ee-Br, FLOVER Class Corveﬁta) 3 7 PC (exsloS. 1’?3“ Class}; 3 PG
(Japanese built Tarpedo ba&ts) 3 2 CMCs 1 A¥ (ex~3r, ALOERINE Class, now
cnpoute Ho Spithead)s and 3 ANS (ex-U.S. WW IT YES)o

I.Boh What trends in the sbove gtrengths and wealmessez muy be expsched
' in the foreseeuble future?

Reports indlcate that soms limited improvement in the Thai Navy may
be expected in the foreseesble future, The Thal Covernmsnt has evidanced mare
confidence in the Navy by permitbing increase& in the budget and in personnel
strength, particularly noted by the reconstitution of a marine corps of six
battalioens, Recenily the Thal Navy, 35 a result of MAAG proddings eondusted
training exercises at seca which demonstrated wm improvement in maneuvers,

gumerys and ssamenship. Furthermeore, by mtatﬁ.onngigmglﬁacrmw gboard the tm

Review of this desrment h}g t.ai& has
deterinined that ' ey
O €& kas ns ohi--%:= *s Aarlass 3
S’Z’&}Rﬁfpmved For Release 2005/04/26 : CIA-RDP79S01p11A001000070002-0 25X 1
STCURETY INFORMATION




=% SRORET
5 SECURAFEr 30 B0 IReia'w”2005/04/26 : CIA-RDP79S01011A001Q08070002-0

®

mmw,mf”

frigoten serving with the W forces in Xoprean waters, & nucleus of trained
pﬂmamnei will eontinwe to be developsd wnder proper guldance and leadership,
- Thal naval officers ars gradually replacing British and Javonsse voncepts
with»thosa of the U,4, Navy,
25X6 : ~ In aplte of such limited improvement, the Thal Navy will continue

lack of funds,

inefficient use of available fumds, inadequate conscript and training vrograms,
and obsolete vessels almost boyond repair, Furthermore, the Bavy leaders will
continue to be so closely associated with national politics that the Favy will
continus to suffer from the viciseitudes of government.
I1.C.2.a, In what manner would the above Thal capabilities to withstand
wxiernal and internal Communlst pressures or attacks be affected by
Mestern awsistance to Thailandi? A major incresss in Waatern aid,
including guarantees of Thailand's security? .
The Thal Mavy is not an effective foreé capable of earrying out its
preseribed mission of defending the Thai comst. This situstion would not be
greatly improved by a major insrease in Western sid unless an extensive

25X1
Western training program were established to provide the nseossary incentives

and leadership.

25X1

4 U.8, guarantee of Thailand's security, howsver, would constitute a

boost to Thal Havy morale,
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